
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metzger Law Group. P.A. is a 

small, boutique law firm with big 

firm resources and abilities. We 

focus on you, the client, providing 

individualized attention as you 

deal directly with the attorney 

handling your case. We are 

thoroughly prepared. No matter 

what the amount at issue, or how 

complicated the issues are, we 

create a cost-effective litigation strategy to bring the case to a successful resolution. We 

are honored that you are considering our firm to represent you. 

 

Our attorneys are will work hard to evaluate your case pre-suit, provide you with an 

analysis of liability and damages and create a settlement and litigation strategy.  We 

work with you directly to ensure that you get the best individualized and personal 

treatment.  

 

Hiring an attorney is a big commitment, but it is one that you will be glad you made. 

Your attorney is a valuable asset who helps you navigate the legal world, which can be 

confusing and frightening to the uninitiated. 

 

We welcome the opportunity to work for you and are confident that you will be pleased 

with the level of dedication, passion and personal attention with which we serve you. 
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Accidents happen all the time on the roads and 

if you drive for enough years, eventually you are 

bound to be involved in an accident or two.  

Hopefully none of them will be serious and you 

will deal more with bent fenders than bumps, 

bruises, and breaks on your body. 

 

Knowing what to do in the event of an accident 

is essential if you want everything to go 

smoothly in the days, weeks, and months 

following the event.  Obviously, if you are seriously injured you will need to be given medical 

attention immediately and might not have the opportunity to do these things.  Once you are 

released from the hospital and on the mend, you can return to the scene of the crime and 

handle the “administrative” aspects of the accident.  If your injuries are very serious and you 

find you are laid up for some time, a trusted friend or relative can handle many of these tasks 

for you. 

 

Assuming you are involved in an accident that is not extremely serious and you are able to 

function in the moments, hours, and days following the event, what do you need to do? 

 

Never Admit Fault, Regardless of the Circumstances 

 

No matter what led to the accident, it is important that you never admit fault at the scene or 

when speaking with insurance companies or law enforcement.  Simply state the events that 

occurred that caused the accident in a factual manner.  There is no need to assign blame.   

 

In many cases, an accident that might appear to be your fault was actually caused by 

circumstances beyond anyone’s control.  For instance, you might have hit another vehicle, but 

you did so because a parking lot was designed poorly and you did not see the car approaching.  

It is important that you do not accept responsibility for the accident because then the case could 

be considered closed and you could be on the hook for damages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Photos at the Scene of the Accident 

 

The more pictures you take the better.  

You want to capture images of the 

damage done to all vehicles involved and 

the surrounding area.  If any structures in 

the area blocked your view, photograph 

them.  Move around the scene of the 

accident and take photos from various 

angles.  This not only keeps the details of 

the accident fresh in your mind, it 

prevents anyone from altering the details 

of the accident later. 

 

Notify Your Insurance Provider 

 

You will need to let your insurance provider know you were in an accident whether or not it was 

your fault.  They will likely ask for the insurance information from any other drivers, so if you are 

able to obtain this information pass it along to them.  Make sure you are clear about the details 

of the accident and simply state facts.  Also let them know if you or anyone else was injured. 

 

Visit the Doctor Immediately Following or Within Two Weeks of the Accident 

 

If you suffer any injuries, no matter their severity, you should visit a doctor.  If the accident is 

serious enough to alert emergency medical services, accept their offer to take you to the 

hospital.  There are instances in which you are injured without realizing it and by postponing 

medical care you are putting yourself at greater risk. 

 

If injuries were not serious enough for EMS to be at the scene, schedule a doctor’s visit as soon 

as possible after the accident.  Legally, if you are injured in a vehicle accident, you must go to a 

doctor within two weeks pursuant to the statutes in your area.  It is also important to realize 

that getting a thorough general exam after an accident is important for your health.  Doctors 

might recognize symptoms from injuries that aren’t apparent to you.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

They can also determine if you are at risk for long-term injuries.  For instance, you might think 

medical care is unnecessary for minor bruising, but it is possible to develop long-term, nagging 

injuries related to something that seems minor at the time.  Having this diagnosis is writing is 

essential if you want to receive compensation for your accident injuries. 

 

Contact an Attorney 

 

Finally, you should contact an attorney about your case.  There might be a few circumstances in 

which a minor fender bender does not warrant the assistance of an attorney, but most of the 

time it is a good idea to work with someone who understands laws regarding personal injury, 

vehicle safety, and accident liability.  You might be fine, but if someone else was injured in the 

accident, you want legal protection if they decide to hold you responsible.  An attorney can also 

help you fight for the compensation you deserve if you are injured in an accident. 

 

Have you been involved in an automobile accident?  Kari Metzger can help.  Throughout her 

career, Kari’s primary focus has been in personal injury litigation including automobile liability, 

PIP litigation, professional liability, products liability, premises liability, general insurance 

defense litigation, civil trial and appellate litigation. 

 

Kari is a former employee of Nationwide Insurance Company trial division.  Prior to practicing 

law, Kari was a claims representative for Travelers Insurance Company.  She understands how 

difficult it can be to deal with insurance companies in the period following an accident.  She also 

knows the challenges accident victims must overcome during their recovery and realizes it can 

take its toll when victims must also deal with the administrative aspects of an accident.   

 

To learn more or to speak with someone about your accident, contact Kari at 813.288.2650 or 

by email at contact@metzgerlaw.net. 
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